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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Amendment received on 08/13/2004 has been entered. Claims 1-1 1 are 
cancelled. Claims 14-15 are currently amended. Claims 12-13 are previously presented. 

2. Claims 1 2-1 5 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

3. This application claims benefit of the provisional application 60/287,734 
(05/02/2001). 

4. The effective filing date for the subject matter defined in the pending claims 
which has support in parent 60/287,734 in this application is 05/02/2001. Any new 
subject mater defined in the claims not previously disclosed in parent 60/287,734, is 
entitled to the effective filing date of 1 0/1 1/2001 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cowden et al. (WO 00/65773), hereinafter referred to as Cowden, in view of Kim (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,546,002). 

7. Regarding claim 12, Cowden disclosed a method for updating profiles in a data 
communications network comprising a number of entities, among them a profile storage 
that stores profiles and for each profile a list of all on-line entities that store the profile, 
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that stores profiles and for each profile a list of all on-line entities that store the profile, 
the method comprising the steps of: updating the profile on an entity; sending the 
updated profile from the entity to the profile storage; storing the updated profile by the 
profile storage (Figures 1, 8, 12, 19, 29, 32, page 29 lines 15-36, page 31 lines 25-33). 

8. Cowden taught the invention substantially as claimed. However, Cowden did not 
expressly teach a method of retrieving by the profile storage a list of all on-line entities 
that store the profile and sending the updated profile to each entity on the retrieved list 
[synchronization feature]. 

9. Cowden suggested exploration of art and/or provided a reason to modify the 
updating profile method with the synchronization feature (page 29 lines 15-19). 

10. Kim disclosed a method of retrieving by the profile storage a list of all on-line 
entities that store the profile and sending the updated profile to each entity on the 
retrieved list (Figures 3, 7-10, 13-15, column 7 lines 31-43, column 7 line 52-column 8 
line 6, column 8 lines 24-31, column 9 lines 38-46). 

11. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the method of Cowden with the teachings of Kim to 
include the synchronization feature in order to save time and effort (Kim, column 3 lines 
10-22) since using the synchronization agent system allows user profile, configuration 
and settings information to be handled intelligently by network services to export 
information between networks (Kim, column 3 lines 10-22). In addition, this would also 
enable users to access their profile data using any computer device from any 
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geographic location so long as they are able to connect to the network (Kim, column 7 
lines 18-29). 

12. Regarding claim 13, Kim disclosed a method for updating profiles further 
comprising the steps of: sending from an entity that has gone on-line to the profile 
storage, a request for modifications done to profiles the entity stores; and sending from 
the profile storage to the entity that has gone on-line the requested profiles (Kim, 
column 7 lines 57-65, column 11 lines 50-61, column 14 lines 39-49). 

13. Since all the limitations of the claimed invention were disclosed by the 
combination of Cowden and Kim, claims 12-13 are rejected. 

14. Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Agarwal et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,509,910), hereinafter referred to as Agarwal, in 
view of LaRue et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,401 ,104), hereinafter referred to as LaRue. 

15. Regarding claim 14, Agarwal disclosed a profile storage in a data 
communications network comprising an entity that has updated a profile, the profile 
storage being capable of: storing a plurality of profiles and (Figure 7 sign 724, Figure 15 
sign 1540), for each profile, a list of on-line entities that store the profile (Figure 15 DMF 
User Profile, column 15 line 62-column 16 line 7); receiving the updated profile from the 
entity (column 11 lines 36-47, column 15 line 62-column 16 line 7, column 16 lines 55- 
56); storing the updated profile (column 11 lines 36-47, column 15 line 62-column 16 
line 7); retrieving the list of all on-line entities that store the profile (Figure 15 DMF User 
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Profile, column 15 line 62-column 16 line 7, column 16 lines 55-67); and sending share 
objects to each entity on the retrieved list (column 16 lines 55-67). 

16. Agarwal taught the invention substantially as claimed. However, Agarwal did not 
expressly teach sending the updated profile to each entity on the retrieved list. 

1 7. Agarwal suggested exploration of art and/or provided a reason to modify the 
profile storage of Agarwal with the profile synchronization feature (column 16 lines 8-1 1 , 
lines 38-67) 

1 8. LaRue disclosed a user data system that sends updated profiles to each entity 
on the retrieved list (Title, Abstract, Figures 2A-2B, Figure 5, column 4 lines 10-21 , lines 
31-42, column 27 lines 28-40). 

1 9. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the profile storage of Agarwal with the teachings of 
LaRue to include the profile synchronization feature order to enable all the entities to 
have the same profile information for common information view (Agarwal, column 16 
lines 49-54) since the purpose of synchronizing two, or more than two, datasets is to 
update them as necessary with data from one another so that they contain the same or 
equivalent data, at least in the portions of the datasets that the user has designated for 
synchronization (LaRue, column 10 lines 36-41). 

20. Regarding claim 15, Agarwal disclosed a profile storage being further capable of: 
receiving a request from a further entity that has gone on-line for modifications done to 
profiles the further entity stores: and sending to the further entity that has gone on-line 
the requested profiles (column 16 lines 27-37). 
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21 . Since all the limitations of the claimed invention were disclosed by the 
combination of Agarwal and LaRue, claims 14-15 are rejected. 

Response to Arguments 

22. Applicant's arguments filed 08/13/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

23. In response to applicants' argument, "Cowden and Kim do not teach how to store 
a list of all on-line entities" the recitation "a profile storage that stores profiles and for 
each profile a list of all on-line entities that store the profile" has not been given 
patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is 
generally not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a 
process or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not 
depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural 
limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 
1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 

24. In response to applicants' argument, "Cowden and Kim do not teach how to 
retrieve [list of all on-line entities] in order to send an updated profile to all the entities 
listed there on" and "Cowden and Kim do not even teach to send the updated profile to 
any other on-line device", it is submitted that Kim disclosed, "The profile data 138a, 
138b must be synchronized for each MIA user" (column 7 lines 41-42), "Network 132 
can also be used to transfer information, files, data, applications, etc. between the MIA 
102 and other remote MIAs 140. For example, the MIA 102 that is specific to user X 
could be used to transmit information to another user Y through MIA 140" (column 7 line 
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66-column 8 line 6), and "Profile data 138a and 138b can also be shared among other 
applications or services. Using the example described above, a child's story service can 
store which stories were accessed by a particular user through the MIA 192. This type 
of information can be provided to, for example, a toy manufacturer, which can then use 
the information to send promotional materials relating to the story to the user. The 
promotional materials can be sent via the Internet or traditional mail" (column 9 lines 37- 
46). Kim further disclosed, "The MIA 102a connects to the profile manager 134a via the 
Internet 1510 and saves a list of telephone numbers inputted by the user to her MIA 
102a. The telephone numbers are subsequently stored in the profile manager database 
136 and into the user's profile data 138a" (column 16 lines 39-44). Thus, it should be 
obvious that Kim indeed is capable of retrieve the list of on-line devices via the profile 
manager and send updated profile to these entities. 

25. Applicants' arguments with respect to pending claims 14-15 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

26. As the rejection reads, Examiner asserts that the combination of these teachings 
render the claimed invention obvious. 

Conclusion 

27. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
28. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Refer to the enclosed PTO-892 for details. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tarn (Jenny) Phan whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3930. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Cuchlinski can be reached on (571) 272-3925. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




William Cuchlinski 
SPE 

Art Unit 2144 
(571)272-3925 
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November 9, 2004 



